*Acute Ischemic Stroke* is a comprehensive overview of contemporary data in stroke management. It appeals to multiple audiences. A medical student would find it valuable to read from start to finish in the weekend before starting a neurology rotation with an emergency component. A resident also would find it a current and thorough review of the literature, a one-stop shop of the major diagnostic and therapeutic options. An attending neurologist would find this a convenient, comprehensive reference of a specific disease process.

This book introduces the major issues in a logical and coherent format. The historical aspects of stroke are a refreshing glimpse of the big picture, allowing us to put some context in the current upswing in incidence. From there, the discussion turns more concrete with a chapter devoted to neuroimaging. Pros and cons of each modality are described, with the most current data on each. Specific clinical indications are discussed, giving a primer on imaging, which most medical students on a rotation would find exceedingly helpful.

The book is written as a series of chapters, each by authorities on the field. The tone of each is remarkably consistent and reasonably easy to read. Summaries of multiple key studies are often presented in both text and chart format, allowing some flexibility for the reader. The major strength of this book lies in its comprehensive review of the literature. This allows the reader to contextualize the vast body of work that has been written about stroke; that is no easy task.

A forward-looking conclusion wraps up the theme that ties together most chapters: Research on stroke management is very active, and changes are occurring rapidly. Future editions of this book ideally will keep pace, allowing this to evolve as the handbook and reference for clinicians charged with the care of stroke patients. Overall, the book is a well-assembled summary of current research on this highly prevalent topic.
